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Faith and Inspiration 


Rumor of War, 
Forfeit for Peace 


In an episode of the original 
"Star Trek" television series, the 
crew of the starship Enterprise 
encounter a pair of planets whose 
societies are so immersed in an 
ethos of war that the inhabitants 
are mindlessly obsessed with 
maintaining a status ‘ean 
quo of calculated 
casualties. 

The unsettling 
irony is that no 
actual military action 
has been conducted 
in centuries. Instead, 
a set of artificial 
intelligences, relying 
on arbitrary algo- 
rithms, generate a 
daily list of citizens 
on each side who 
would have been 
killed if real combat 
were occurring. Their 
deaths are carried out 
and recorded to enforce 
the apparent impasse. 
Citizens consider it 
their duty to comply 
with these horrific 
measures. 

Naturally, Captain 
James Kirk and his 
crew find the entire 
affair appalling and ghastly, 
especially when he and some 
members are inadvertently incorpo- 
rated into the mandated death toll 
upon visiting one of the planets. 

The leader of this side of the 
bizarrely simulated conflict, a man 
named Anan, insists that they are 
helpless to reverse or alter the 
conclusions of the computers 
which define the parameters of this 
farcical semblance of "war." 

Kirk urges Anan to seek an end 
to this absurdity but is met with 
denial and his team is taken 
hostage. 

In desperation, Kirk resorts to 
the threat of a real armed attack, 
commanding the Enterprise to 
execute an order that would 
obliterate all life on the planet, 
including himself and his current 
complement. Anan objects, claim- 
ing that such an "imbalance" in the 
number of casualties would trigger 
an escalation of real hostilities on 
the part of both parties. 


diji? 


ANAN: There can be no peace. 
Don't you see? We've admitted it to 
ourselves. We're a killer species. 
It's instinctive. It's the same with 


you. ... 

KIRK: All right. It's instinctive. 
But the instinct can be fought. 
We're human beings with the blood 
of a million savage years on our 
hands, but we can stop it. We can 
admit that we're killers, but we're 
not going to kill today. That's all it 
takes. Knowing that we won't kill 
today. Contact Vendikar. I think 
you'll find that they're just as 
terrified, appalled, horrified as you 
are, that they'll do anything to 
avoid the alternative I've given you. 
Peace or utter destruction. 

It's up to you. 


In the end, both sides thankfully 
agree to enter negotiations for 
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peace and a cessation of consensual 
self-inflicted casualties. 
Regrettably, human beings have 
been engaged in conflict since 
literally the beginning of history. 
From the time Adam and Eve 
rebelled against God's wisdom and 
mw rejected his pro- 
vision, choosing to 
lean on their own 
understanding, the 
harmony of creation 
has been disrupted. 
As we observe, it did 
not take long for 
people to begin enact- 
ing violence on each 
other for dubious and 
disturbing — and yet 
customary — 
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reasons. Envy, antipathy, resent- 
ment, and bitterness are emotions 
that have motivated us for millennia. 
The New Testament letter by the 
apostle James confirms that even 
among believers, we are capable of 
succumbing to our "passions," 
leading us to engage in worldly and 
sinful behavior that could even 
include murder, fighting, and 
quarrelling (James 4:1-2). 

The first formal full-scale war 
recorded in the Bible is recounted 
in chapter 14 of Genesis, when 
several Mesopotamian city states 
clashed in a struggle over 
competing interests and concerns. 
It is typical to observe contention 
when some groups perceive or 
experience issues with domination 
or maltreatment by other groups. 
Such is the nature of societies that 
permit — or sometimes foster — 
ideals and ambitions that are 
counter to God's intention for his 
creation. 

Some might claim that Scripture 
contains seemingly contradictory 
statements regarding God's view of 
violence and war. While both the 
Old and New Testaments are 
replete with affirmations of God's 
desire for peace among people and 
nations (Leviticus 26:6, Psalm 
29:11, Psalm 46:9, Isaiah 2:4, 
Matthew 5:9, Romans 12:18, 
Hebrews 12:14), one also does not 
need to look far to encounter 
passages which some might inter- 
pret as practical endorsements of a 
militaristic mindset (Ecclesiastes 
3:8, Exodus 15:3, Joel 3:9-10, 
Romans 13:1-7). 

We should keep in mind that in 
such instances where it appears that 
God is supporting bloodshed, he 
was often addressing specific 
situations or populations which 
represented extreme deviation from 
principles of orderly and humane 
conduct. It is not unusual for God 


to express his intention to mete out 
judgment, typically as a means of 
reigning in the excesses of sin and 
depravity to prevent utter and ab- 
ject lawlessness from overwhel- 
ming the world. 

From the Flood in Noah's time 
to the plagues brought against 
Egypt to the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, God has sometimes 
been moved to resort to severe 
measures to curtail evil, immoral- 
ity, and oppression. 

Drastic actions on God's part 
have sometimes involved permit- 
ting one group to wage war on 
another. In such instances, God was 
typically quite definitive and 
intentional regarding his purposes; 
and though it might not seem 
apparent, very often God was 
concerned with either judgment on 
the wicked, defense of the inno- 
cent, or both. This is not to say that 
God ever desires or encourages war 
for its own sake. 

Jesus is often portrayed as a 
pacifist by various Christian com- 
munities. In truth, many statements 
and actions of Jesus demonstrate 
that he fully understood the real- 
ities of our world and recognized 
the complexities that sometimes 
necessitate a government's impera- 
tive to protect its citizens. 

While Jesus encouraged peace 
and reconciliation between peoples, 
he also did not specifically 
condemn those who might 
earnestly serve to defend the peace 
by relying on the authority of 
governing powers as a deterrent. 

There are those who emphasize 
Jesus's statements regarding 
"turning the other cheek" and 
"loving your enemy" (Matthew 
5:39, Matthew 5:43-44, Luke 
6:27-28). In proper context, such 
statements should not be construed 
as advocating enabling evil by 
inaction or mindless tolerance of 
harm or abuse. 

While Jesus allowed himself to 
be subjected to some of the most 
extreme forms of physical assault 
on a person ever exhibited, we 
should consider that he was fulfill- 
ing a purpose that none of us could 
ever hope to even attempt: that of 
literally taking on the entire sin of 
the world and offering his life as 
the ultimate forfeit for peace and 
redemption. 

All of Scripture, from Genesis 
through Revelation, reveals that 
God prefers peace but has per- 
mitted war in certain unfortunate 
and grievous circumstances; one 
could argue that God permits war 
as much as he permits any other 
manifestation of sin, anticipating 
the final resolution of all conflict. 

So of course, we pray for peace, 
with the understanding that war has 
haunted humankind throughout 
history. God can use anything and 
everything to manifest his will in 
the world. 

One is inclined to suspect that 
God is quite appreciative to behold 
bold our creative attempts to avert 
or conclude any war. That may 
even mean putting ourselves in 
harm's way for the sake of peace. 
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Help Your Neighbors by 
serving on Miami-Dade’s 
Community Action Agency Board 


Miami-Dade 

The Miami-Dade 
County Community 
Action and Human 
Services Department 
(CAHSD) and its 
Community Action 
Agency Board (CAA) are 
recruiting new board 
members. 

The mission of the 
CAA is “to empower 
economically disadvan- 
taged individuals, 
families and communities 
through advocacy, educa- 
tion, resource mobiliza- 
tion and service 
delivery.” 

There are currently 
10 vacancies in the 
Community Interests and 
Organizations sector of 
the CAA Board, which 
represent the following 
categories: Industry, 
Religion, Social Welfare, 
Business, Education, Law 
Enforcement, Labor, and 
Legal. 

The term of office is 


CANES from 1B 
Challenge at 7:30 on 
Wednesday, Nov. 29th. 
ESPN will provide televi- 
sion coverage. 


FOOTBALL - 

The Hurricanes (6-5, 
2-5) hosted #9 Louisville 
(10-1,6-1) on Senior Day 
last Saturday afternoon. 

Much like last week 
against top 5 Florida 
State, Miami played very 
well and just fell short. 

With Emory Williams 
out injured, Tyler Van 
Dyke was back at QB and 
he acquitted himself 
nicely. TVD was 24-39 
for 327 and a TD to 
Xavier Restepo who was 
named ACC Receiver of 
the Week off his 8 
reception, 193 yards 
performance. 

Freshman RB Mark 
Fletcher Jr was again 
outstanding with 130 
yards and 2 TDs on 17 
carries. 

Miami was in this 
game all the way. They 
were up 14-7, 21-14 and 
21-20 at halftime. A 53 
yd FG by Andy 
Borregales tied the game 
at 31 with 5:34 left. 

One minute and 17 
seconds later Louisville 
went up 38-31 ona 58 yd 
TD pass. 


two years and CAA 
Board members serve 
without compensation. 

The CAA Board meets 
10 times per year and 
members are encouraged 
to be involved in at least 
one committee on a 
regular basis. Committees 
include Executive, 
Finance, Advocacy, and 
Youth Initiatives. 

To apply, candidates 
must complete a board 
nomination form and 
provide a resume by Dec. 
15th. 

All application 
materials should be 
submitted to the Miami- 
Dade Community Action 
and Human Services 
Department, located at 
701 N.W. Ist Court, 
Overtown Transit Village 
North, 10th Floor, Miami, 
Florida 33136 (attention 
Roselica Hall) or via 
email to 
roselica.hall@miami- 
dade.gov. 


The Canes worked 
their way to a Ist and 
goal on the 4 with 
2:04 to go but couldn’t 
punch it in. 

It’s been a hard luck 
season for Miami. A few 
plays here or there and 
they could be 8-3 or 
better. 

The final regular 
season game is at Boston 
College (6-5,3-4) at noon 
on Friday, Nov. 24th. 
11/24. The game will be 
televised on ABC in the 
Miami market. 


WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL - 

The LadyCanes host 
their annual Thanksgiv- 
ing Tournament 
on Friday, Nov. 24th and 
26th. 

Eastern Tennessee 
State plays Norfolk State 
at 1:30 and Miami plays 
Colgate at 4:00 on Friday. 
The losers play at 11 AM 
Sunday and Friday’s 
winners follow at 1:30. 

As you have read hear 
many times before, there 
is no better value for your 
sports entertainment 
dollar than LadyCanes 
basketball. 


That’s all for the week. 
Be well and Go Canes! 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 


A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


Make Your Own Luck 


By Bryan Golden 

What exactly is luck? 

Why do some people appear to 
be luckier than others? Is luck 
a question of chance, fate, or 
are there things you can do to 
improve your luck? Actually, 
being lucky isn't just a matter 
of luck at all. 

Luck is a combination of at- 
titude, mental orientation, prep- 
aration, and opportunity. 
Typically, lucky people have an 
approach of possibility whereas 
unlucky people have a mindset 
of impossibility. 

Those with consistent bad 
luck expect to have bad luck. 
They advertise their expecta- 
tions with statements such as, 
"I know this won't work," 
"Nothing ever goes right for 
me," "Why can't I ever catch a 
break," and "There's a dark 
cloud that follows me." 

People with good luck seek 
solutions rather than fixating on 
problems. They understand 
that every impediment has a 
resolution. They are flexible in 
their thinking and not locked 
into patterns of behavior. Their 
outlook allows them to find op- 
portunity where others see only 
roadblocks, failure, and despair. 

When a person believes they 


have only bad luck, they tend 
to attract more bad luck. This 
creates a vicious self-fulfilling 
prophecy. No one is predes- 
tined for good or bad luck. If 
you want more good luck, there 
are steps you can take to bring 
it about. 


Keep your outlook flexible 
Imagine the following sce- 
nario. You are standing at one 
end of a long hallway. Your 
destination is a door at the 


other end. As you walk down 
the hallway, you pass other 
doors which are slightly open. 
Unlucky people will direct 
all of their attention on the door 
at the end. They will walk past 
the other doors without investi- 
gating what is on the other side. 
Behind the other doors lie po- 
tential opportunities. When 
they are bypassed, there is no 
chance of benefiting. When 
they discover what they 
missed, unlucky people will la- 


ment how unlucky they were. 

Lucky people will look into 
each room. They will still have 
the door at the far end as their 
destination, but they won't ig- 
nore the others. This strategy 
positions lucky people to take 
advantage of unexpected and 
unplanned opportunities along 
their journey. 

To increase your luck, main- 
tain an awareness of what is 
around you. Don't go through 
life with blinders that hide op- 
portunities. 


Look for the upside 

Regardless of the circum- 
stances you encounter, you 
have to figure a way to make 
the best of them. Lucky people 
consistently look for what they 
can learn or extract from every 
situation. This technique en- 
ables them to recover faster and 
get back on track. They always 
maintain a mental determina- 
tion to overcome whatever ob- 
stacles are encountered. They 
feel they are lucky because 
things could have been worse. 

Unlucky people wallow in 
self-pity and become consumed 
with the negative. They can't 
see anything positive and feel 
and act like a victim. They 


won't take responsibility for 
their situation and therefore 
don't believe they have the 
power of self-determination. 
Whatever may happen, they get 
frustrated with how bad things 
are. 

To increase your luck, don't 
lose sight of the fact that there 
is always a lesson to be learned 
and invariably a way out that 
will make you stronger. There 
is a solution to every problem. 
Think and act as if you are 
lucky 

Develop an attitude that no 
matter what happens, you are 
lucky. As a lucky person, you 
have the ability to make the 
best of every situation. Act like 
a lucky person. Don't talk 
about or dwell on problems. 
Concentrate on and discuss so- 
lutions. 

You can become lucky. 
Luck is when attitude and prep- 
aration meet opportunity. Since 
each day is replete with new 
opportunities there is more than 
enough luck for everyone. 


Bryan is the author of "Dare to 
Live Without Limits." 

Contact Bryan at Bryan@ 
columnist.com 


